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Welcome

Parents are the most influential agents of catechesis for their children. They have a unique responsibility for the education of their children; they are the first educators or catechists. They catechize primarily by the witness of their Christian lives and by their love for the faith. One way that parents communicate Christian values and attitudes to their children is by loving each other within the context of a Christian marriage and their love for Christ and his Church. Their participation in the life of the parish—above all in the Sunday Eucharist—their willingness to evangelize and serve others and their dedication to daily prayer demonstrate the authenticity of their profession of faith.               
National Directory for Catechesis, 2005

The Faith Formation Program of Curé of Ars Parish is based on the belief that the formal aspects of the parish program are not meant to be a substitute, but rather a support and enhancement of the life of faith formation being lived in the home environment, the “domestic church.”

All those who touch the life of a young Catholic in some way – parents, catechists, clergy, parish volunteers and fellow parishioners must take their role seriously and responsibly by fully living their baptismal commitment and giving witness to the importance of following Jesus Christ.

 As Catholics, we believe that a crucial aspect of this living faith is participation in the life of the local Church community—the parish.

The practical aspects of our Faith Formation Program are described in this booklet for your convenience. As you read through them, please remember that these details are but one small facet of the total faith formation of your child(ren).
Process of Formation

When presenting a child for the Sacrament of Baptism, the parents speak for the infant.  When preparing for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharist (Levels 1 & 2), the parents speak with the child as the child continues to grow in faith, profess belief before the community, and come to the Eucharistic table.  

In the years following First Reconciliation/Penance and First Eucharist/Communion (Levels 3, 4, 5, & 6), the child grows in being able to make a personal response to Jesus as Savior and to the faith of the Church who proclaims Jesus as Lord and God.  

The Confirmation Preparation Process (Levels 7 & 8) brings the child to completion of his or her sacramental initiation into the Church and prepares them for living the faith as a life-long disciple of Jesus Christ guided by the grace of the Holy Spirit.

A child’s faith formation is a journey of deepening relationship with Jesus.  This relationship is nourished primarily by family faith life and participation in the life of the Church in Curé of Ars Parish, most especially weekly attendance at Mass.  Faith formation involves a personal response, not merely a matter of mastering a body of knowledge and doctrine. As such, the duration and progress of the formation process is determined by the child and the family in collaboration with the clergy and faith formation staff of the parish.


Mass Attendance

As the Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith, it is appropriate and expected that, as Catholics, your family participates in the life of the parish by attending Mass each week. 

**Every child is required to submit at least one Mass Reflection each month**

The Sunday Mass schedule is as follows: Saturday 4:00 pm, Sunday 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, & 1:00 pm. Our parish provides worship experiences especially inclusive of children at the 9:30 am Sunday Mass. 

Once a month we celebrate Family Liturgy at the 9:30am Mass which features a different grade level of children taking a more active role in ministries such as greeter, reader, gift bearer, usher, etc. 

Following Family Liturgy each month we gather in the Parish Center for refreshments and fellowship. We look forward to seeing you! 




Curriculum

The Bible is the primary text used for Levels 1-5. The St. Mary’s Press, Catholic Children’s Bible will be used in addition to the Discover Program which will introduce your child to faith concepts through scripture passages. 

Levels 6-8 use the Breakthrough Bible and the Connect Program by St. Mary’ Press, a three-year faith formation program that presents the core teachings of the Catholic faith. Centered around relevant life issues, this program helps young people navigate life through the lens of faith.

Entering the Program
     1.  All families are required to register as members of Curé of Ars Parish.  
     2.  An original baptismal certificate must be submitted at the time of registration for students new 
	to the program.
3. When entering from another parish, if the child has attended faith formation classes, he or she will be placed in our program at the appropriate level.  Proof of prior instruction from the child’s previous parish must be submitted.
4. Celebration of First Reconciliation (Penance) and Eucharist (Communion) requires two years of preparation.
5. Situations where students are registering without any prior faith formation will be evaluated on an individual basis to determine the placement level.  Whatever level the child is placed in, there will be two years of preparation prior to receiving sacraments. It would not be unusual for such placements to include a requirement that involves the parents and children in some form of faith formation before the beginning of the religious education year.

Fees
Full tuition (or a $100 deposit) should be paid at the time of registration. We can only accept cash or checks payable to “Cure of Ars Parish.” As always, if this presents a financial burden on your family, please call and speak with Laura Lahood, Director of Faith Formation, to discuss options for payment. 

Fees for 2026/2027 are: 		$150 for one child 
$200 for two children
$250 for three or more children

These fees are contingent upon a minimum $250 Annual Family Tithe (approx. $5/week) based on the fiscal year July 1, 2025 thru June 30, 2026. Through the use of the Weekly Stewardship Envelopes provided to each registered family, the parish maintains accurate family contribution records and will provide you with a tax-deductible statement yearly upon request. Direct giving is available through Parish Soft Giving. See the bulletin for details.

If the minimum Annual Family Tithe received was less than $250 the tuition fees are: 
$300 for one child 
$400 for two children   
$500 for three or more children



Placement 
Class placements will be distributed at Opening Parent Meetings prior to the start of the new faith formation year in September. All parents are required to attend one of the scheduled meetings as “Partners in Faith” to be updated on our yearly theme, program information, new materials, revised procedures and policies.

Special Needs
In an effort to provide on-going faith formation, in a spirit of community, for all our children, classes/shadows that provide for special individual needs are available. Please contact the Director for more information. 


Arrival
Children may arrive up to 15 minutes before the class start time and are permitted to enter their classrooms only when catechists are present. It is important that you know your child’s classroom number and their catechist’s name. Please respect the start time of your child’s class and be aware that lateness disrupts opening prayer.
♥ Being punctual is a gift we give each other—a gift of respect. ♥



Dismissal Policy
· Sunday class pick up is outside the front doors of the school building. For all other days, dismissal takes place in the auditorium. 
· Please retrieve your child from the catechist in an orderly manner. *Catechists are responsible for seeing that each child is picked up by a parent.  Therefore, please make eye contact with the catechist at dismissal. *
· When a true urgent reason necessitates a child’s early release from class, a parent is required to notify the Office before class. Parents must sign their child out and wait for them to be called for release. Please make every effort to schedule appointments on days other than your day of religion class!
· Parents are not permitted in the classrooms without the Director’s consent.

Parking
Please park in the Hewlett Avenue lot or the lot to the South of the church. PARKING IS PROHIBITED ON MERRICK AVENUE. Please observe parking lot safety—mindful of your speed while traveling on the church grounds.

Bathroom
Please encourage your child to go to the bathroom before arriving for class. If your child has a physical condition that necessitates going to the bathroom frequently, please notify the C.A.R.E. Director. The catechist will be informed that the child has permission to leave the room as needed.

Absenteeism
Attendance at class each week is important for faith formation. If your child(ren) must be absent, please call the C.A.R.E. office (516) 623-1400 ext. 101 to notify the Director of the reason for the absence. You are responsible to cover the assigned lesson and homework before your child returns to the next class.
 
Excessive absenteeism may result in a child having to repeat that level or delay the receipt of sacraments (Communion or Confirmation) until the next year. Three or more missed classes will become a concern and a reason to discuss the situation with the Director.

Photographs
Throughout the year photographs of the students in our Religious Education program may be taken during various activities. Curé of Ars reserves the right to take/use pictures of the children enrolled in Religious Education classes. If parents do not agree with the possibility of their child’s picture being taken, please notify the C.A.R.E. Office in writing prior to the start of the Religious Education year.  

Books and Supplies
Each week children are expected to bring their materials to class: Grades 1-5 their Bible and Folder, Grades 7-8 their Bible and Connect Book. If a Bible or Connect Book is lost during the year, it will be necessary for you to purchase a new one for your child.

Homework
Levels 1–5  It is considered homework to reinforce the weekly scripture passage and to help your child share with you what they have learned. Please remember to make conversations about faith a regular part of your week. Each week your child will receive a 4-page handout/worksheet; the last page is a Family Page to help reinforce the lesson.

Levels 6-8  Each week your child will be assigned a chapter in their Connect Book. This chapter should be read prior to class to facilitate classroom discussion. Please talk to your child about what they are discussing/learning in the classroom.

Discipline
We are all challenged by the words and example of Jesus to treat one another with respect and dignity. Rules for behavior are necessary to provide for a safe environment and well-ordered program.  

The following expectations will apply to all students in the program:                                                   
   1. Respect is essential and must be shown to all catechists and other adults.
   2. Students are expected to treat their fellow classmates with compassion and respect.
3. Students should display a Christian attitude in the way they dress, speak, and behave.
4. Students must avoid any behavior that is disruptive to the learning environment. 
5. Students are not permitted to have phones, electronic devices or hazardous items in their possession while at church or in class. 

♥ Each catechist together with the students will compose and sign a “Class Covenant.” The covenant will consist of three rules to live by and should incorporate Jesus’ Gospel values of respect and loving kindness. This agreement will become the basis for their classroom management. ♥

Process for dealing with inappropriate behavior:
• Initially, catechists will handle any discipline problems in their own classrooms in a 
  positive manner.
• If a student’s behavior continues to be a problem, the Director will meet with the student 
  and report the incident to the parents. If the misconduct is serious, the student will be 
  removed from the class and the parent will be called to pick up their child.
• If negative behavior is on-going the parents and child will be asked to meet with the 
  Director and/or the catechist to resolve the issues.
  
Our dedicated catechists enjoy sharing their time and faith with your children.  
As Partners in Faith, your continued support and cooperation is necessary and appreciated.

Snacks
Please be sure that your child does not bring food to the classroom. Snacks are never permitted or served. This is a safety issue as many children have food allergies and need to be protected from possible serious reactions. Small water bottles are permitted during the warmer weather. No gum chewing in the building.

Program Closings
If the school district is closed due to inclement weather, then we close also. Canceled classes will be announced on News Channel 12 as well as www.news12.com. If the weather condition or emergency develops during the school day, the C.A.R.E. Office will make every effort to contact the schools before dismissal and will send an e-mail to parents. You may also call the office at 516-623-1400 ext 101. 
When classes are canceled, parents will be responsible to cover the assigned lesson and homework before the next class.


Volunteers
We need weekly volunteers as catechists, hall monitors, door security, and substitutes. Your help is not only greatly appreciated but is essential and an important witness of stewardship for your child’s faith formation. We ask all families to commit to one way to help either weekly or a one-time commitment for a family event. Your partnership is key to the success of our programs.

                      


							



A Parent’s Prayer

Oh God, make me a better parent. 
Help me to understand my children,
to listen patiently to what they say,
and answer all their questions wisely and kindly.
Keep me from criticizing them
so they can learn from their strengths and weaknesses.
Keep me from making their decisions
so they can learn to solve problems.
Keep me from interfering
so they can develop responsibility.
Help me to have the courage to
Refuse giving in to what will harm them.
Help me to appreciate my children as they are,
not as I would have them be.
When I grow discouraged,
remind me that my child is also your child.
Abide with us always,
sheltering us in your care.
Surround us with your goodness and enfold us in your love.  Amen.
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